 	Supervisor Illig called the regular meeting of the Pulteney Town Board to order at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, May 14, 2025, at the Pulteney Town Hall with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
	Roll call:  Supervisor Mark Illig; Councilman Jon Beckman; Councilman Kathleen Burns, yes; Councilman Richard Rees; Councilman Tammy Tones; Highway Superintendent Terry Gibson; Attorney Jennifer Galvan; Bookkeeper Rebecca Welch; and Town Clerk Erica Button.      
	Bill Weber was present and spoke of the recent passing of Betty Goodwin.  He noted he should have known Betty, as he worked with her husband Earl at Westinghouse in Horseheads, however he did not.  He remembers Earl deferred his retirement in order to drive Betty to her job at Chemung Canal Trust Company where she was a senior banking officer, and he retired once she did.  Betty and Earl lived at the bottom of Gibson Hill and their son Mark was on the Pulteney Town Board for a term.  Betty had a long and treasured life and will be remembered for her work ethic and fondness for the Phillies baseball team.  She will be missed by all who knew her.  Highway Supt. Gibson spoke of the passing of Gerhard Walter.  Gerhard had turned 85, lived with his wife in South Pulteney and was originally from Germany.  He and his wife were involved in the Pulteney Presbyterian Church and were a very nice, sweet couple.  He will also be missed by many.  
Councilman Tones made motion seconded by Councilman Burns to accept the minutes of the April 9, 2025, regular Board meeting and December 26, 2024, year-end meeting.  All in favor.  Carried. 
[bookmark: _Hlk195608641]Councilman Rees made motion seconded by Councilman Tones to authorize to pay General Bills in the amount of $19,962.00 being vouchers No. 25-71 to No. 25-90.    Roll call vote:  Councilman Tones, yes; Councilman Burns, yes; Councilman Rees, yes; Councilman Beckman, yes; Supervisor Illig, yes.  Carried.  Supervisor Illig noted voucher No. 25-79 in the amount of $6,398.67 being the Hometown Hero Banner program account.    
[bookmark: _Hlk428472][bookmark: _Hlk156905110][bookmark: _Hlk156477953]	Councilman Rees made motion seconded by Councilman Burns to pay Highway Bills in the amount of $34,867.81 being vouchers No. 25-77 to No. 25-95.  Roll call vote:  Councilman Tones, yes; Councilman Burns, yes; Councilman Rees, yes; Councilman Beckman, yes; Supervisor Illig, yes.  Carried. It was mentioned that voucher No. 25-83 in the amount of $4,854.94 is for a culvert pipe.  Highway Supt. Gibson stated $10,000.00 in expenses was for stone for winter road repairs after a particularly hard winter.  
[bookmark: _Hlk505084000][bookmark: _Hlk195617565]	Councilman Beckman made motion seconded by Councilman Burns to pay Water District #1 Bills in the amount of $3,096.50 being vouchers No. 25-30 to No. 25-36.  Roll call vote:  Councilman Tones, yes; Councilman Burns, yes; Councilman Rees, yes; Councilman Beckman, yes; Supervisor Illig, yes. Carried.   
	Supervisor Illig pointed out in the General P & L, an adjustment as we recently received a check for sales tax revenue in the amount of approx. $65,000.00.   He reported there are no transfers for this evening. 
	The Highway, Water Department, Municipal Services, Justice, and DCO reports were available to review.   
	Clerk Button noted on the agenda under new business, the annual Town of Pulteney rabies clinic is scheduled for June 5, 2025, 5-6:30pm at the Highway Barn on Mill Street with Eastview Veterinary Services.  
	Municipal Services Manager Welch commented the Dept is busy with building permits including several generator permits.  The Planning Board and ZBA do not have scheduled meetings in May.  
Highway Superintendent Gibson reported they finished their OSHA training for the year.  The new mower tractor has been ordered and should be received in October.  They put in drainage on Depew Road and installed a larger culvert at the Bean Station/Depew Road intersection that should stop flooding in this area.  They have been hauling in stone to stone and oil Wright, Thomas, and Armstrong Roads.  Suit-Kote came in and mixed cold patch for potholes and lastly the Dept. cleaned up the cemetery.  
	At this time Supervisor Illig gave the floor to Town Assessor Cherokee Roe who was present to begin discussions, answer questions, etc. regarding next year’s Town revaluation.  It is her hopes to answer any questions and concerns prior to next year's Grievance Day.  She intends to send out data mailers in the upcoming weeks that will be property specific for residents to add, correct property information and inventory.  If residents follow up and send back the mailers, this will assist in avoiding stipulations and the grievance process if she has the correct property inventory to assess to begin with.  She reported the State currently has the Town being assessed at 76%.  The goal with the revaluation is to get to 100% equitable.  The Town of Urbana went through a revaluation this year which she explained has been a learning curve.   She has put together informational packets for residents made available at her office to provide as much knowledge as possible.  Stay tuned. 
Under old business, Supervisor Illig spoke with Historian Ray Emery and the banners with brackets have arrived.  Fortunately, Empire is willing to hang the banners and are expected to be up before the Memorial Day celebration.  There were 35 banners purchased for the initial round; a second round of submissions will begin after Memorial Day.  We look forward to seeing our hometown heroes being represented on the poles!
Councilman Burns thanked Lauren and Highway Supt. Gibson for assisting with the delivery of the playground chips.  She noted next year the entire chips area will need to be cleaned out.  A Grace Fellowship Community Church group, Trail Life Troop, came to help rake and spread the chips making the area look great! Also, the pickleball cracks have been filled in, making the courts much more user friendly.  
As discussed last month, in August of 2023 the Board passed Local Law No. 4, providing an exemption from taxation by the Town for real property owned by an enrolled volunteer firefighter or ambulance worker in an amount of ten percent. The Town Assessor recently provided an addendum application that proposes if adopted would allow an individual living and owning property in Pulteney but serves the ambulance or fire department in a neighboring jurisdiction they would also qualify for the exemption. Attorney Galvan did hear back from NYS Taxation to get clarification of (2a) on the application if the volunteer was a resident but provided mutual aid to a neighboring Town would qualify in which they confirmed they would not. After discussion, it was the Board’s view to approve this addendum as the official form for the Assessor to use, and if and when an applicant would apply, however check no to (2a), they are a resident of the Town but volunteer for a neighboring Town, the Board would take action and amend Local Law No. 4 of 2023 stating such as adopted.  
Memorial Day preparations are coming along nicely.  Supervisor Illig has agreed to be the guest speaker, the band, flags, Pastor Will, Fire Dept, snacks, wreaths, all are in order.  We are looking forward to the annual celebration.  
Under new business, at the March 10th Planning Board meeting, Lauren presented to the Board the notion of going back to 1 meeting rather than 2 meetings, 1 for review and 1 for scheduled hearing.  This is how meetings used to be run until the County suggested Planning Boards scheduled into 2 meetings.  An Attorney had recently questioned Lauren why our Planning Board runs meetings this way as other Planning Boards have stuck with having 1 meeting?  Lauren has discussed this with Attorney Galvan, and she was in agreement that 2 meetings are not mandated.  When an applicant submits an application, Lauren does his own review initially and would not bring to the Planning Board if something was not in accordance with our Zoning Law.  If needed, he would have the application go in front of the Zoning Board of Appeals if a variance is required prior to coming to the attention of the Planning Board.  It was agreed by the Planning Board and Lauren that the need for a review might come into play on major sub-divisions and special use permits, however there is not a need for the typical minor sub-division applications. Lauren is proposing to the Town Board (with the Planning Board’s approval), for Attorney Galvan to make changes to the Town sub-division Law.  In addition, the Zoning Board is presenting a change to the Town Zoning Law.  They are proposing under 420: Dimensional Requirements in District No. 1, the maximum structure height is 35ft with a 15ft limit for a boathouse and garage, to change the boathouse and garage requirement to 25ft.  Lauren also suggested a change in the fee schedule for building, sub-division, and special use permits.  All proposals will be emailed to the Board prior to next month’s meeting and officially presented proposing to schedule a public hearing for changes to the Town sub-division and Zoning Laws.  
Supervisor Illig requested Attorney Galvan draft an agreement for services, separate from Assessor Roe’s annual contract, specifically addressing updating Town permit records currently backlogged, which consists of approx. 72 permits from 2012 to present, and provide data entry pertaining to approx. 95 properties for which the county data collector has supplied information and perform valuations on each property. Supervisor Illig asked the Board to take the proposed agreement home, review, and call with any questions, and the Board will address at the June meeting.       
Last month Water Operator Dluzak brought to Supervisor Illig’s attention the need for a generator at the Town Hall.  When the power goes out, which is often, all his software for the water tanks/pumps is disconnected and he must manually reset potentially impacting our water services to residents. This will coincide with our long-term emergency plan for the Town. We installed one at the Town Highway barn last year and the library has a generator also and can act as a warming station facility if needed. Chuck received 2 quotes provided to the Board.  The least expensive of the 2 was from Finger Lakes Power Systems in the amount of $15,135.48.  After reviewing the quote, and with positive reviews of the company, Supervisor Illig made motion seconded by Councilman Burns to authorize Finger Lakes Power Systems to install a 26kw Generac with surge protector in the amount of $15,135.48 as presented in the provided quote.  Councilman Tones, yes; Councilman Burns, yes; Councilman Rees, yes; Councilman Beckman, yes; Supervisor Illig, yes. Carried.   
  	Continuing on the agenda, Supervisor Illig made motion seconded by Councilman Tones for 2 attendees to attend the STC’s annual Corning Community College Leadership Conference on 6/5/25 at a registration fee of $75.00 each.  Councilman Tones, yes; Councilman Burns, yes; Councilman Rees, yes; Councilman Beckman, yes; Supervisor Illig, yes. Carried.   
The Water District is looking for assistance with fire hydrant painting in the upcoming weeks.  There are approx. 50 hydrants to paint.  Highway Supt. Gibson is lending a Highway truck to transport a generator to use for painting.  Supervisor Illig will provide an update next month on the progress. 
Supervisor Illig mentioned with all the ongoing issues with QuickBooks; it is clear the need for the Town to move to outsourcing accounting services/payroll.  He contacted the Towns of Wayne and Urbana.  The Town of Wayne uses Williamson Law Group and The Town of Urbana put him in touch with Local Government Support Services, LLC.  The quote proposed by LGSS would include migrating the Town’s accounting to AF Anywhere Accounting Suite, a browser-based accounting solution for government entities.  This would include bringing in this year’s activity current so that the books are complete and up to date, closing the fiscal year ending 2024 accounting records at year end from cash basis to modified accrual, preparation of the fiscal year ending 2024 NYS OSC Annual Financial Report, and consultation and ongoing support.  Separately for outsourcing payroll, LGSS is suggesting it would be in the best interest of the Town to find a local payroll company to outsource to.  LGSS suggested 2 payroll companies they have worked with in the past.  Supervisor Illig will need to contact the payroll companies to get quotes, in addition to the quote provided by LGSS, that was provided to the Board this evening.  The Board is being asked to review the proposal from LGSS, once available the additional quotes will be emailed and further discussion to be on the agenda for June.  
Lastly on the agenda, there is currently an opening for a full-time member on the Zoning Board of Appeals.  We currently have 2 alternate members, however both would like to remain as alternate members but if needed and available would allow for a quorum for the ZBA to hold a meeting/hearing.  In the meantime, Supervisor Illig stated he, Chairman McGill, and Lauren will try finding a full-time replacement.  
Councilman Burns mentioned possible planting smaller bushes or plants where the old bushes were torn out surrounding the Veteran monument outside the Town Hall.  
Supervisor Illig stated there is not a need for an executive session, however a need for a quarterly audit is needed following with no further business.  Supervisor Illig asked if the public had any comments or questions?  Bill Collins had additional questions regarding the Town wide revaluation next year. With nothing further heard and after the audit was completed, Supervisor Illig made motion seconded by Councilman Tones to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor.  Carried. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:25PM.

							_____________________________
							Erica Button, Town Clerk	 


























