 	A budget workshop was scheduled for Monday, August 25, 2025, at 5:30PM at the Pulteney Town Hall.  Present were Supervisor Mark Illig, Councilman Richard Rees, and Bookkeeper Rebecca Welch.  A quorum was not established.  
Supervisor Illig called a budget workshop meeting of the Pulteney Town Board to order at 6:07 PM on Wednesday, September 10, 2025, at the Pulteney Town Hall. 
	Roll call:  Supervisor Mark Illig; Councilman Jon Beckman; Councilman Kathleen Burns; Councilman Richard Rees; Councilman Tammy Tones; Highway Superintendent Terry Gibson; Bookkeeper Rebecca Welch; and Town Clerk Erica Button.     
	A 2026 tentative budget was previously emailed to the Board for their initial review.  Supervisor Illig reported the current taxable Town assessed value is $382,409,205.00.  With a tax rate of 2.65 per thousand x the assessed value will allow for total revenue to be $1,013,384,393.25.  He is proposing a tax rate increase of 2% to meet budget obligations.  This will increase tax revenue approx. $37,000.00.  The Board went through each line in the General, Highway, and Water District budgets.  Supervisor Illig is proposing a 4% increase in salary for all employees, in unison with the union contract of 4% increase for the Highway Dept.  In the General budget, the library is asking for an increase in the amount of $5,440.00 the residents of Pulteney will vote on in November.  Other notable changes compared to the 2025 budget, Supervisor Illig recently met with the recreation committee, and they are proposing funding for 2 projects: To purchase canvas shade sails where the picnic tables are located, two sets are estimated at $15,000.00.  In addition, funding for the playground chips to be dug up, a drainage system installed, and new chips to be laid at approx. $10,000.00.  Councilman Burns suggested budgeting a total of $30,000.00.  In the Water budget, it is proposed to keep the $160.00 quarterly rate.  This rate will remain in order to reach $100,000.00 in reserves for the Water Dept.  Also, in the Water budget it was suggested to increase by $10,000.00 in the Water admin emergency services line. With continued discussions of minor changes and suggestions, Supervisor Illig asked the Board if they were satisfied with the tentative budget thus far.  All agreed.  Supervisor Illig made motion seconded by Councilman Beckman to adjourn the budget workshop.  All in favor.  Carried. Workshop meeting adjourned 6.58PM. 
	Supervisor Illig called the regular meeting of the Pulteney Town Board to order at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, September 10, 2025, at the Pulteney Town Hall with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
	Roll call:  Supervisor Mark Illig; Councilman Jon Beckman; Councilman Kathleen Burns; Councilman Richard Rees; Councilman Tammy Tones; Highway Superintendent Terry Gibson; Attorney Jennifer Galvan; Bookkeeper Rebecca Welch; and Town Clerk Erica Button.         
	Bill Weber was present to speak of the recent passing of 2 Town residents. Bennie Truax was a neighbor of Bill’s on Stone Point in the summer, and he resided in Florida in the winter.  Bennie was his given name but known to his friends as Ben.  Ben had a PhD in music education and taught at colleges in Pennsylvania where he was raised.  He was involved in the Penn Yan community band that played in the park each summer.  Ben directed many of the tunes.  Bill went to the concert this summer and took a picture of the band in their red shirts and sent it to Ben while he was in the hospital.  Bill remembers well the time Ben came to his house and asked for a boat ride because his boat had been free from the hoist.  As they approached the boat he quickly put on his life jacket and confessed, he could not swim! He was a good friend and more than just a neighbor and he will be certainly missed.  John Tears was an icon in his birth Town of Pulteney and known to all of us as a cheerful, devoted member of our Town.  After he retired from Mercury Aircraft after 40 years of service, he was actively involved in virtually all our community organizations including the Fire Dept. where he was a Commissioner and the Ambulance Corp where he was involved in numerous calls.  He also worked part time for the Pulteney Water District spending several hours painting the hydrants bright yellow.  Bill’s last memories of John are from the Wagner restaurant in Penn Yan, where he had breakfast with his good friend, Bob Kemp.  Bill saw them there every Wednesday and always had a cheerful conversation on the latest happenings in Pulteney! He also will be missed by all who knew him and his devotion to family and community.  
Councilman Burns made motion seconded by Councilman Rees to accept the minutes of the August 13, 2025, regular Board meeting.  All in favor.  Carried. 
There are no transfers needed this evening. 
[bookmark: _Hlk195608641]Councilman Beckman made motion seconded by Councilman Burns to authorize to pay General Bills in the amount of $10,975.96.    Roll call vote: Councilman Tones, yes; Councilman Burns, yes; Councilman Rees; yes; Councilman Beckman, yes; Supervisor Illig, yes.  Carried.    
[bookmark: _Hlk428472][bookmark: _Hlk156905110][bookmark: _Hlk156477953]	Councilman Tones made motion seconded by Councilman Rees to pay Highway Bills in the amount of $36,905.93.  Roll call vote:   Councilman Tones, yes; Councilman Burns, yes; Councilman Rees, yes; Councilman Beckman, yes; Supervisor Illig, yes.  Carried. 
[bookmark: _Hlk505084000][bookmark: _Hlk195617565]	Councilman Rees made motion seconded by Councilman Burns to pay Water District #1 Bills in the amount of $40,810.16.  Roll call vote: Councilman Tones, yes; Councilman Burns, yes; Councilman Rees, yes; Councilman Beckman, yes; Supervisor Illig, yes. Carried.   Supervisor Illig noted the Board approved years ago a replacement plan on a regular basis for the Water District truck.  Following this plan, the Board recently approved purchase of a year-end model that was listed for $62,000.00.  We were able to purchase it for $49,000.00. Rather than sell the used Water truck, we are transferring it to the Highway Dept that is in need of a shop truck.     
	The Highway, Municipal Services, and DCO reports were available to review.     
	Municipal Services manager Welch commented the Dept has been busy per usual as seen in his report with the fall season approaching. 
	Supervisor Illig reported in the Water Dept. per usual for this time of year as the weather is warmer, our THM results are increased.  The higher the level of THM’s/organics are in the water (that is being measured in a shallow intake area in Penn Yan) the higher level of chlorine needed.  Chuck will be working with the DOH and he and Supervisor Illig will advise if anything further is needed at this time.  
	Supervisor Illig was happy to report, as we now have Assessor Roe in the office 2x/week throughout our reassessment process, she is now up to date with backlogged permits and updated inventory.    
Highway Superintendent Gibson reported they are mowing roadsides back for the season, have been replacing some culverts that are bad, and installed the new Peace Pole.  He has one quote on the cemetery mowing and hopes to get the remaining quotes by the next meeting.  Through shared services 20 years ago together with the Town of Prattsburgh we purchased a boom mower.  Prattsburgh bought a new one and we are in the process of buying their share for the Town to solely own.  He will have a proposal next month after an appraisal has been completed.  Highway Supt. Gibson suggested taking the old shop truck to the junkyard as it would not be safe to sell.  Lastly, he reported he had to call the Troopers again on Armstrong Road.  Before there was a parking in the road issue now after the Dept. graded the road, individuals have chosen to tear it up.  A report has been filed.  
Supervisor Illig commented that Historian Ray Emery has submitted the 2nd round of banner applications.  There were 10 ordered this round and hope to be delivered and hung by Empire again in the next few weeks. Bookkeeper Welch mentioned the payment is in this month’s vouchers.  
Supervisor Illig reported he attended the Peace Pole ceremony on August 29th, and he noted there was a great crowd with 2 interesting and informative speakers.  Thank you to Councilman Burns, Jane Russell, and the Highway Dept. for all their efforts.  All should drive by to see. 
The Planning Board had a meeting this past Monday September 8th with 1 scheduled public hearing, however due to new information that was received Monday afternoon that requires the information to be further investigated, the Board voted and unanimously canceled the scheduled public hearing pending further review.  The ZBA does not have a scheduled meeting in September tentatively one for October. 
At this time, Legislator Mike Hanna was present and introduced Steuben County Youth Bureau Director Bill Caudill.  Bill has been Director for the last 14 years and has a 30-year career history of working with the youth.  Bill discussed the intensive pressures that kids face these days, particularly with today’s technology and social media.  The Bureau concentrates on collaboration, administration, and planning.  They are located in a new space in the Mental Health building across from the Bath police station.  There is a Steuben County Strong Kids Safe Kids Festival this Saturday, September 13th from 12-3pm at the Steuben County Fairgrounds.  It is a free family event that will have more than 25 agencies on hand plus lots of fun plans.  The Board thanked him for attending, providing detailed information and is an excellent resource at the County.  
Under old business, as reported last month, Supervisor Illig stated the accounting software transition is going very well.  The payroll transition with Paychex is not going as well.  Paychex has been quite unresponsive to issues, fortunately Bookkeeper Welch is working through to straighten out errors Paychex initially made to employee checks. Stay tuned. 
Continuing with old business, under recreational updates, Councilman Burns reported she spoke with Steuben County IDA and they confirmed a 2nd round NY Plays grant will be available.  They are very familiar with this particular grant and are willing to assist us with the process.  There are no fees for their services and would be a great resource to use.  They also did note that another community survey will be needed due to the lack of responses from the 1st survey.  Councilman Burns questioned if the same survey is sent out however specifically sent from the Town of Pulteney rather than as an insert in the Grapevine newsletter, if that would prompt a better response.  It would be an expense to the Town as 700 surveys would need mailed.  Supervisor Illig asked the Board to think about what the best approach would be to perform another survey and will discuss next month.  Additionally, Councilman Burns asked Highway Supt Gibson if Steuben County came to address roadway areas of concern including providing a crosswalk by the Great Fellowship church.  He confirmed Public Works did come to look at and as they have stated in the past, they are not willing to act in any of the areas of concern.  Highway Supt. Gibson stated if the Town wanted to invest in flashers around stop signs, that would be any option, but the County will not.   
Under new business, as previously stated, the Board held a budget workshop at 6PM.   Supervisor Illig asked the Board if anyone had any questions or additional proposed changes other than those made earlier.  With nothing heard and after receiving the consensus of the Board, Supervisor Illig made motion seconded by Councilman Beckman to approve the 2026 Tentative Town budget as presented.  Roll call vote:   Councilman Tones, yes; Councilman Burns, yes; Councilman Rees, yes; Councilman Beckman, yes; Supervisor Illig, yes.  Carried. 
Continuing with new business, The Town of Jerusalem has hired a new Water Director that Supervisor Illig and W.O. Dluzak know well and think highly of his work.  Once the Director has assimilated into his new position, they want to discuss with him the opportunity of if/when needed, for him to provide backup/support to Chuck.  Stay tuned. 
Supervisor Illig reported by letter dated July 23, 2025, he was provided with a drafted support letter for Ryan Vineyard’s application for grant funding.  It was requested of him to sign the drafted letter in support of their vision of wine production that would be submitted in their grant application.  He obliged.  He has since been made aware that with any request for endorsement of an enterprise he needs to present the request to the Town Board to be approved by Resolution.  He understands now that he should have addressed the letter with the Town Board before signing.  Upon realizing this error, a member of the public asked him to rescind the letter.  Supervisor Illig believes the residents have already submitted the grant application along with his support letter.  If this is the case, he cannot rescind if it has been submitted.  He will contact the applicant to confirm.  If it has not been submitted, he will reintroduce it to the Board.  Since this letter of support is being used in a special use permit application, when a public hearing is scheduled, he was asked to comment at the hearing that the letter was sent too early and the Town Board was not notified, nor did they approve the letter before it was sent.  He confirmed he will explain to the public at the hearing his error.  
 It is time to renew the Inter-municipal Agreement for EMS and Ambulance Services with the Pulteney Fire District.  The agreement shall be in effect for a period of 3 years from January 1, 2026, through December 31, 2028.  Supervisor Illig asked the Board if they had any questions.  With nothing heard, Councilman Burns made motion seconded by Councilman Tones to approve the agreement between the Town of Pulteney and the Pulteney Fire District as presented.  All in favor.  Carried. 
Michael Tietjen Jr. term expires 9/30/25 on the Board of Assessment Review.  He is willing to serve another term.  Supervisor Illig made motion seconded by Councilman Burns to re-appoint Mike Tietjen to the BAR for the term of 10/1/25-9/30/30.  All in favor.  Carried. 
 Supervisor Illig asked if the public had any further comments or questions.  There were several residents present that wanted clarity on the special use application that was scheduled for public hearing of the Planning Board this past Monday however due to last minute correspondence received that needed further review, the public hearing was cancelled. The special use permit was to operate a winery.  The residents reported that separate from the winery application, the applicants are advertising a fall grape festival that they are charging admission and intend to have food/craft vendors, advertising several campsites and a public sauna to rent.  The residents asked can they legally be advertising this?  Don’t they need permits?  The residents stated originally there was communication with the applicants and neighbors, but the applicants have ceased any communication regarding their intentions.  There are several areas of concern regarding traffic/road damage, a winery/camping in the middle of a surrounding residential area, septic, water, operating an unregulated business, etc.  The residents are searching for guidance and clarity from the Town Board.  Town Attorney Galvan reported since the Planning Board meeting on Monday, this situation has been and is a developing story.  The applicants hired an Attorney who has been in contact with her.  The Attorneys, Supervisor Illig, and Lauren will be contacting the applicants to discuss further. After continued discussion, Supervisor Illig made motion seconded by Councilman Tones to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor.  Carried. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:15PM.

							_____________________________
							Erica Button, Town Clerk	 


























