 	Supervisor Mark Illig called the organizational meeting of the Pulteney Town Board to order at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, January 14, 2026, at the Pulteney Town Hall with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
	Bill Weber spoke of the recent passing of Bill Nesbitt and Janet Hallahan.  Bill knew Bill Nesbitt going back to the 1970’s when they both lived in Corning.  Bill Nesbitt’s father Clarence was the City Clerk for Corning when Bill was on the Common Council.  He recalled selling Bill and Jean a car in Corning and then again years later in Pulteney.  Bill remembered fondly their pleasant conversations and always kept track of how he was doing through his son Steve.  Bill Nesbitt was an icon in Pulteney and passed at the age of 94.  Bill last saw Janet at his wife Bonnie’s funeral October 25th.  Janet and Bonnie were good friends through the Hammondsport Women’s Club and various activities in Pulteney.  Janet was also very active in the Branchport Church.  Before retiring, Janet was the home economics teacher at Corning High School and taught Bill’s two sons before they and the Hallahan’s both moved to Pulteney.  Janet and her husband Jim (Jimmy) lived on Middle Road with a Newfoundland dog named Lilly.  After Janet moved to Apple Ridge in Horseheads, she took Lilly with her and when Bonnie and Bill went to visit her it was clear Lilly was too big for the small apartment and found a great new home.  He will always remember her pleasant smile and cheerful demeanor.  Bill and Janet will both be missed by all who knew them!   
Supervisor Illig welcomed newly elected Councilman Michael Gabrielli to the Town Board.  Clerk Button had elected officials Supervisor Illig, Councilman Gabrielli, Councilman Rees, and Highway Supt. Gibson perform the oath of office for their positions.  
Roll call:  Supervisor Mark Illig; Councilman Jon Beckman; Councilman Richard Rees; Councilman Tammy Tones; Councilman Michael Gabrielli; Highway Superintendent Terry Gibson; Attorney Jennifer Galvan; Bookkeeper Rebecca Welch; and Town Clerk Erica Button.     	
Supervisor Illig went through the organizational agenda addressing the following: designating the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 PM as the regular Town Board meeting. He mentioned possibly making the time earlier but will revisit at a later date. 
The Public Officials Blanket bonding of all necessary Town employees to be in effect for the year 2026.  Said coverage is with the Travelers Casualty and Surety Co. of America with Sprague Insurance Company as agent for bonding of all employees $50,000 each and additional bonding on Supervisor and Deputy Supervisor- $50,000; Town Clerk/Tax Collector- $150,000; Bookkeeper- $100,000; and Town Justice- $75,000;
	The temporary assignment of the Town of Pulteney Justice to preside in other Town/Village courts in the Seventh Judicial District as need arises during the year 2026 and approve the temporary assignment of Judges from other Town/Village courts in the Seventh Judicial District to its court as need arises during the year 2026.   
	





The following Board Appointments:

BOARD APPOINTMENTS:
	-WATER PLANT OPERATOR		Chuck Dluzak
	-MUNICIPAL SERVICES MANAGER	Lauren Welch
	-DOG CONTROL OFFICER		Debra Matthews
	-RECORDS MANAGEMENT &
	 ACCESS OFFICER &
	 REGISTRAR OF VITAL STATISTICS	Erica Button
	-DEPUTY REGISTRAR OF 
	 VITAL STATISTICS			Donna Conley
	-CEMETERY REGISTRAR		Erica Button
	-HISTORIAN					Ray Emery
	-HEALTH OFFICER				Aimee Nesbitt, RN
	-TOWN ATTORNEY			Jennifer Galvan, Esq.
	-WEBMASTER/COMPUTER CONSULT	SCT Computers, Inc. 
	-NECROLOGIST				Bill Weber

To designate the official legal newspaper as the Corning Leader, in addition continue to publish in the Southern Tier Shopper;
	To designate Five Star Bank as the official bank the Town will continue to use;  
	To accept the 2026 IRS standard $.725 per mile to reimburse Town employees. 
	The following 2026 Town of Pulteney pay schedule:

Bi-Weekly: Highway
Deputy HWY Supt.:			Jason Tears
MEO					Tim Cheney
MEO					Fred McAllister
Bi-Weekly: General
Town Clerk, Court, Water		Erica Button
Bookkeeper				Rebecca Welch
Highway Supt.			Terry Gibson
Municipal Svcs Mgr			Lauren Welch

Bi-Weekly: Water
Water Operator			Chuck Dluzak

Monthly: General
Supervisor				Mark Illig
Justice				Mary Hope Benedict
Assessor				Cherokee Roe (per TOU contract)
Deputy Assessor 			David Oliver (per TOU contract)
Attorney				Jennifer Galvan, Esq. (Voucher)




Quarterly: General & Water
Councilman				Michael Gabrielli
Councilman				Jon Beckman
Councilman				Richard Rees
Councilman				Tammy Tones
DCO					Debra Matthews
Historian				Ray Emery

Annual: General
Reg of Vital Stats & Cem Reg	Erica Button
Planning/Zoning Secretary		Erica Button
Health Officer			(Voucher)
Board of Assessment Review	Voucher (Paid in June)

	To authorize the petty cash fund for the Town Clerk/Tax Collector of $100.00;  
To authorize the petty cash fund for the Town Justice/Court Clerk of $100.00;
	To approve the following:
SUPERVISOR APPOINTMENTS:
		DEPUTY- Councilman Rees
		BOOKKEEPER- Rebecca Welch
		KWIC/KLOC ALTERNATE- Councilman Beckman
COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS:
RECREATION- 
		WATER- Councilman Gabrielli & Councilman Tones
		AGRICULTURE- Supervisor Illig 
		DEVELOPMENT- Supervisor Illig
Supervisor Illig commented the committee appointments are if the need arose for the Board to take action on an issue, the committee would make a recommendation of how to proceed.
	To accept Highway Superintendent Gibson's appointment for Highway Supt. Deputy Jason Tears.  
	Supervisor Illig announced the Town of Pulteney Investment Policy is on file and can be reviewed at any time for 2026. 
	The 2026 Dog Pound Contract with the Town of Wayland as presented and in continuation to the last few years however proposed is a 6-month contract.    
	Lastly, if needed, Gordon Lanphere is available to be contacted for Court/Town Hall security. 
	Councilman Tones made motion seconded by Councilman Beckman to approve the above said organizational appointments as presented.  Roll call vote:  Councilman Beckman, yes; Councilman Tones, yes; Councilman Gabrielli, yes; Councilman Rees, yes; Supervisor Illig, yes.  Carried.    
At this time, Supervisor Illig called the regular meeting of the Pulteney Town Board to order. 
Councilman Tones made motion seconded by Councilman Beckman to accept the minutes of the December 10, 2025, regular Board meeting and December 23, 2025, year-end meeting.  All in favor.  Carried.  
Councilman Rees made motion seconded by Councilman Tones to pay General Bills in the amount of $48,670.93.    Roll call vote:  Councilman Beckman, yes; Councilman Tones, yes; Councilman Gabrielli, yes; Councilman Rees, yes; Supervisor Illig, yes.  Carried.  
[bookmark: _Hlk428472][bookmark: _Hlk156905110][bookmark: _Hlk156477953]	Councilman Beckman made motion seconded by Councilman Tones to pay Highway Bills in the amount of $15,268.21.  Roll call vote:  Councilman Beckman, yes; Councilman Tones, yes; Councilman Gabrielli, yes; Councilman Rees, yes; Supervisor Illig, yes.  Carried. 
[bookmark: _Hlk505084000]	Councilman Tones made motion seconded by Councilman Rees to pay Water District #1 Bills in the amount of $214,069.17.  Roll call vote:  Councilman Beckman, yes; Councilman Tones, yes; Councilman Gabrielli, yes; Councilman Rees, yes; Supervisor Illig, yes.  Carried.  Supervisor Illig pointed out the voucher to M&T Bank for our annual bond payment for the Water District. Each resident in the Water District pays an EDU tax on their Town and County tax bill that goes toward this payment. It is a 30-year bond, and we are at approx. year 17. The payment increases slightly each year over the course of the bond.  The payment is due early February, close to the next meeting date, so prior to the meeting and once funds are collected, Bookkeeper Welch will mail the cut check.   
	The Highway, Water Department, Municipal Services, Justice, and DCO reports were available to review. 
	Clerk Button reported tax season is well under way and busy as always.  Thus far, she has collected approx. $800,000.00 out of approx. $3.6 million due in amount billed in 14 days. This collection amount is ahead of schedule from payments in the past.  She will be writing a check to the Town for the General, Fire District #1 and #2 and Ambulance levies tomorrow.
	Municipal Services Manager Welch commented business as usual for this time of year as seen in his report. 
	Supervisor Illig spoke with Assessor Roe to get an update on the revaluation process.  Letters of newly assessed property values will be sent out by March 1st.  The assessments should be close to full market property values.  He recently called Steuben County Real Property to get clarification regarding the tax rates that appear on the 2026 tax bills.   
Highway Superintendent Gibson reported the Dept. has been plowing and sanding roads including hauling in sand.  They have been performing general maintenance on the Town equipment and have started mowing with the boom mower.  There are 2 trees in Glen View cemetery that need taken down and will cost $1150.00 each.  The trees should be able to be cut down by the end of January.  Lastly, he is requesting a detailed spreadsheet/report for the Highway Accounts showing how much funding he has to be able to do his job properly.  Before the software change, he was provided with those reports.  Supervisor Illig stated he and Bookkeeper Welch will look into and provide when able.    
	Attorney Galvan reported the need for an executive session regarding pending litigation after the regular meeting.  
	Councilman Beckman questioned an email that was sent to the Board regarding zoning regulations.  Supervisor Illig relayed there is an issue on the lake road with a property owner disputing a shed his neighbor had built stating it is not within the Town zoning regulations.  He and Lauren provided a brief synopsis and reported they and Attorney Galvan are in the process of working through the details and providing responses to the parties involved.  
	There was a scheduled Planning Board meeting on January 12th, continuation of a special use permit hearing that was left open from a November 10th meeting.  The Board voted and approved a special use permit for a farm winery on Boyd Hill Road. There is not a Zoning Board of Appeals meeting scheduled for January.  Lauren reported tentatively a ZBA meeting in April?   	 
  Under new business, Highway Supt. Gibson is investigating mowing options for the Town properties and cemeteries and commented he will have quotes and proposals ready for the February meeting. 
Supervisor Illig stated there is a need to adopt an updated Resolution regarding the NYS Retirement System and the reporting of a standard workday/record of activities for elected and appointed officials to send to NYS Retirement and the Office of State Comptroller.  Supervisor Illig made motion seconded by Councilman Tones to adopt Form RS 2417-A Standard Work Day and Reporting Resolution for Elected and Appointed Officials as shown below.  All in favor.  Carried. 
Standard Work Day and Reporting Resolution
BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Pulteney / Location code 30718 hereby establishes the following as standard workdays for these titles and will report the officials to the New York State and Local Retirement System based on their record of activities:


	Title
	Name
	Social 
Security 
Number
    
(Last 
4 digits)
	Registration 
Number
	Standard 
Work Day
   
(hrs/day)
	Term Begins/Ends
	Days/
Month
  
(based on 
Record of 
Activities)
	Tier 1 (Check only if member is in Tier 1)
	Not submitted (Check box if no record of activities completed or timekeeping system)

	Elected Officials
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Town Clerk
	Erica Button
	****
	*
	6
	01/01/2026-12/31/2028
	26.63
	
	

	Highway Supt. 
	Terry Gibson
	****
	*
	6
	01/01/2026-12/31/2026
	31.77
	
	

	Appointed Officials
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bookkeeper
Water Operator
	Rebecca Welch
Charles Dluzak
	****
	*
	6
6
	01/01/2026-12/31/2026
01/01/2026-12/31/2026

		18.64
     29.89
	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


[bookmark: _Hlk125456056]Supervisor Illig mentioned that he will be out of Town approx. the end of January thru the beginning of April.  He has spoken with Councilman Rees requesting him, as appointed Deputy Supervisor, to be acting Supervisor for administrative needs during the time he is away.  He has agreed.  With him as acting Supervisor, Supervisor Illig made motion seconded by Councilman Tones to allow Councilman Rees to receive Supervisor Illig’s portion of salary for the 2 months he is away.  Roll call vote:  Councilman Beckman, yes; Councilman Tones, yes; Councilman Gabrielli, yes; Councilman Rees, abstain; Supervisor Illig, yes.  Carried. Supervisor Illig noted he will be available by phone and email when needed. Since he will not be returning until after the 2nd week in April, Supervisor Illig asked if the Board would be in favor of moving the April Board meeting from 4/8/26 to 4/15/26.  All agreed.  Clerk Button will advertise as needed.  
As Attorney Galvan reported, there is a need for an executive session regarding pending litigation. Supervisor Illig made motion seconded by Councilman Rees to adjourn the regular meeting and enter into an executive session.  All in favor.  Carried.  Upon completion, Supervisor Illig made motion seconded by Councilman Beckman to adjourn the executive session and resume the regular meeting.  All in favor.  Carried.  
Based on the discussion in executive session, Supervisor Illig made motion seconded by Councilman Tones to authorize the settlement and boundary line agreements as proposed in the most recent survey to resolve pending litigation regarding the property located along Tobey Road reviewed in satisfaction by Highway Supt. Gibson and Attorney Galvan.    Roll call vote:  Councilman Beckman, yes; Councilman Tones, yes; Councilman Gabrielli, yes; Councilman Rees, yes; Supervisor Illig, yes.  Carried.	Supervisor Illig asked if the public had any comments or questions?  With nothing heard, Supervisor Illig made motion seconded by Councilman Beckman to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor.  Carried.
Meeting adjourned at 7:55PM.

							_____________________________
							Erica Button, Town Clerk	 


























